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Guideline: 
Veterinary Surgeons’ rights, duties and responsibilities under the Poisons Act & Regulations 

 
Introduction 

The use of S2s, S3s, S4s and S8s by veterinary surgeons in Tasmania is regulated primarily by the Poisons 
Act 1971 and Poisons Regulations 2018; and the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) 
Act 1995 (AVC) and the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Control of Use) Regulations 2012. 

The following information is provided as a guide for veterinary surgeons to the practical application of 
the Poisons Act and Poisons Regulations. It should not be taken as legal advice. The guideline may be 
amended from time to time in response to amendments to the Act and Regulations and to the 
interpretation of various provisions. 

Terminology 

Schedules: Vets will be familiar with the Schedules for medications, which are uniform across Australia. 
The Schedules are set out in Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Medicines and Poisons (the 
Uniform Standard) as issued by the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) (Commonwealth). 

The Uniform Standard lists medicines and poisons in ten Schedules according to the degree of control 
recommended to be exercised over their availability to the public.  Attachment 1 sets out the ten 
Schedules.   Schedules 2, 3, 4 and 8 contain medications for therapeutic use.   The Poisons Act adopts 
the Uniform Standard. 

‘medication’ is used in this guideline as a generic term to refer to S2, S3, S4 and S8s to avoid confusion, 
as there are various terms used to describe them across the Tasmanian and Commonwealth legislation. 
For example, in Tasmania, an S4 is referred to as a ‘restricted substance’, whereas under the Uniform 
Standard, it is called a ‘prescription only medicine’ or ‘PAR’, the latter term most commonly used by 
veterinary surgeons. 

 
 

Table 1 below lists some of the terminology: 
 

Table 1 Poisons Act (Tas) TGA Uniform Standard (C’th) 

‘medication’ Scheduled substance; substance, poison, drug Poisons, medicines, substance 

S2 Schedule 2 Medicinal poison Pharmacy medicine 

S3 Schedule 3 Potent substance Pharmacist only medicine 

S4 Schedule 4 
 

S4D 

Restricted substance 
 

Declared restricted substance 

Prescription only medicine, 
Prescription Animal Remedy (PAR) 
- 

S8 Schedule 8 Narcotic substance, drug of dependence Controlled drug 

 
Sections (S) of the Act and regulations (R) refer to the Poisons Act and Regulations unless otherwise 
stated. 
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Rights, obligations and duties 

Registered veterinary surgeons are authorised by the Poisons Act to obtain, administer, sell, supply or 
prescribe schedule 2, 3, 4 and 8 medications for the lawful practice of their profession, i.e. for the 
veterinary treatment of animals under their care. The use of these medications is subject to the Act and 
Regulations. 

Veterinary surgeons must be familiar with the requirements of the Poisons legislation and AVC. 
Acting contrary to the requirements of the Poisons legislation and AVC constitutes misconduct in a 
professional respect, whether or not a prosecution is made under either of those Acts. 

For information about veterinary surgeons’ responsibilities for the treatment of animal species that are 
used by people in Tasmania for food, or from which food products are derived, see also the AGVET 
CHEMICALS CODE OF PRACTICE -Code of Practice for the Supply and Use of Veterinary Chemical Products 
on the VBT website. 

The guideline supports the Veterinary Service Standard 4/17 Supply of Drugs in Veterinary Practice. Please 
note that the Standard applies to S4 and S8s which are referred to in that document as ‘drugs’. As this 
guideline applies to S2, S3, S4 and S8s, they are referred to generally as ‘medications’. 

The guideline includes amendments relating to the administration, supply and prescribing of fentanyl, 
ketamine or methadone in the Poisons Amendment (Misc.) Regulations 2017, effective 13/12/17. 

The guideline replaces the 2001 Guide for the Dispensing and Supply of Drugs and Poisons by Veterinary 
Surgeons. 

The guideline has been updated to reflect the commencement of the Poisons Regulations 2018 on 
17 December 2018. The regulations replaced the 2008 regulations. There is no change to the content of 
the regulations but the numbering was updated. This version reflects the current numbering. 

The information contained herein should not be taken as legal advice. 

Links: 

Veterinary Service Standards: http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-  
biosecurity/veterinary-board-of-tasmania/standards-of-practice-and-legislation 

Tasmanian legislation:   www.legislation.tas.gov.au 

Therapeutic Goods Administration -Uniform Standard: https://www.tga.gov.au/publication/poisons-  
standard-susmp 

Return Unwanted Medicines - The RUM Project:  http://www.returnmed.com.au/ 

The Chief Pharmacist, Pharmaceutical Services Branch (PSB) Department of Health and Human Services 
has delegated responsibility for the administration of the Poisons legislation. 

Contact: Chief Pharmacist 
Phone: 6166 0400 Fax: 6233 3904   Email: pharm.services@dhhs.tas.gov.au 

The guideline is available on the Board website at: 
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-biosecurity/veterinary-board-of-  
tasmania/standards-of-practice-and-legislation 

http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-biosecurity/veterinary-board-of-tasmania/standards-of-practice-and-legislation
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-biosecurity/veterinary-board-of-tasmania/standards-of-practice-and-legislation
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-biosecurity/veterinary-board-of-tasmania/standards-of-practice-and-legislation
http://www.legislation.tas.gov.au/
https://www.tga.gov.au/publication/poisons-standard-susmp
https://www.tga.gov.au/publication/poisons-standard-susmp
https://www.tga.gov.au/publication/poisons-standard-susmp
http://www.returnmed.com.au/
mailto:pharm.services@dhhs.tas.gov.au
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-biosecurity/veterinary-board-of-tasmania/standards-of-practice-and-legislation
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-biosecurity/veterinary-board-of-tasmania/standards-of-practice-and-legislation
http://dpipwe.tas.gov.au/biosecurity-tasmania/animal-biosecurity/veterinary-board-of-tasmania/standards-of-practice-and-legislation
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1. Schedule 4 (Prescription Animal Remedy) 
 

1.1 Schedule 4 authority 

The Poisons Act and Regulations authorise registered veterinary surgeons, in the lawful practice 
of the profession, to obtain, possess, sell, supply, prescribe and administer S4 medications for 
use for animal treatment (S26(1C), Part IV Regs).  Some S4s – known as S4D1s, have additional 
restrictions placed on them.  These relate primarily to prescriptions and recording requirements. 

1.2 Storage S4 

1.2.1 A veterinary surgeon must keep the S4s in either a storeroom or dispensary so that the public 
does not have access to the medication (R43(2)). They should not be visible to the public.  For 
example, if S4s are prepared for and waiting collection by a client, they should be stored out of 
sight of the public. 

1.2.2 The Board interprets R43 to mean that if S4s are held in a consultation room, they must be kept 
in a locked cupboard/locked fridge. 

1.2.3 Pentobarbital: Notwithstanding the above, the Board recommends that pentobarbital be stored 
in the S8 safe if possible, otherwise it should be kept in a locked cupboard. 

1.3 Records: S4D prescriptions; S4 Supply > 3 days 

1.3.1 S4D prescription 
Regulation 49 provides that where a vet issues a prescription for an S4D (known as a ‘declared 
restricted substance’) a veterinary surgeon must - 
a) keep a record of the prescription including: 

i) date of issue 

ii) the name and address of the owner of the animal 

iii) the name of the medication and the quantity and strength prescribed and 

iv) details of the directions set out in the prescription. 

b) the record of the supply is kept at the vet’s premises and is produced on demand to a Poisons 
inspector. 

1.3.2 S4 Supply > 3 days 
Regulation 50(2) provides that where a quantity of S4 exceeding 3 days’ treatment is sold or 
supplied, a veterinary surgeon must - 

a) keep a record of the transaction including: 

i) date on which it was supplied 

ii) the name and address of the owner of the animal 

iii) the name of the medication and the quantity supplied. 

b) the container must be properly labelled. 
 

 

1 S4Ds are listed in the Poisons (Declared Restricted Substances) Order as amended periodically. The current order 
lists 86 medications and includes S4 codeine. 
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c) the record of the supply is kept at the vet’s premises and is produced on demand to a Poisons 
inspector. 

1.3.3 Where less than 3 days’ supply is provided, the veterinary surgeon should ensure that sufficient 
written directions are provided for a client to use the medication safely and that labelling and 
packaging are appropriate and do not pose a public health risk. Ideally in this instance any supply 
without a dispensing label should be in a manufacturer's original pack; alternatively, information 
from a manufacturer's original pack should be included when repacking is undertaken. 
Pharmaceutical Services Branch recommends against the repackaging of medications. 

1.3.4 The Board requires records, including records of S4 use and supply to be kept for a minimum of 
5 years. See VSS Record Keeping by Veterinary Surgeons at 3.2.1. 

1.4 Labelling (S2, S3, S4, S8) 

1.4.1 Regulation 114 refers to the labelling requirements in Appendix L of the Uniform Standard (see  
Attachment 2). These requirements apply to Schedule 2, 3, 4 and 8 medications. In summary: 

 

(1) The information must be in the English language in letters at least 1.5 millimetres in height. 
 

(2) All symbols, numbers and words on a label must be in durable characters. 
 

(3) The label on a container of a medication for therapeutic use must contain the following 
details: 

 

     the name, address and telephone number of the vet supplying the medication; 

     the approved name of the medication and/or its proprietary name (unless it is a 
preparation compounded in accordance with the dispenser’s own formula); 

     adequate directions for use; 

     the strength and form of the medication; 

     the total quantity of the goods in the container; 

      the words “KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN” in red on a white background; 

     if the medication is intended for external use only, the word “POISON”, or the words “FOR 
EXTERNAL USE ONLY”, in red on a white background; 

     the name of the person (animal) for whom it was dispensed; …. 

      if the medication is a veterinary chemical, the species of animal, the name of the animal’s 
owner and the words “FOR ANIMAL TREATMENT ONLY”. 

(4) Where a medication may cause birth defects a specified warning is attached. 

1.5 Containers (S2, S3, S4, S8) 

1.5.1 The guidelines for containers set out below apply also to Schedule 2, 3, 4 and 8 medications. 

1.5.2 Regulation 111 refers to the Therapeutic Goods Order No. 80 - Child-Resistant Packaging 
Requirements for Medicines which specifies certain medications must be provided in child- 
resistant containers. Most blister and foil packaging will qualify as child resistant. 

1.5.3 Otherwise, containers are not specified by the Poisons Regulations for medications for the 
following uses: 
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a) animal internal use; or 

b) as a solid or semi-solid preparation for animal external use. 

1.5.4 The provision of appropriate containers (other than for medications subject to child-resistant 
closure requirements) is a matter for professional judgement. When deciding about containers 
veterinary surgeons should be cognisant of public health considerations. Inappropriately 
packaged medications may pose a poisoning risk, particularly to young children. 

1.5.5 Where possible, medications should be provided in a manufacturers original pack. 
Manufacturer's packaging will have been approved by either the National Registration Authority 
(NRA) or the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) and will be required to meet the 
applicable standards. 

1.5.6 A veterinary surgeon may choose to subdivide packs. Ideally in this instance solid oral dosage 
forms should be supplied in blister or foil packaging with a further outer package to which a 
label is attached. Most blister or foil packaging will be rated as child resistant.  It is 
recommended that loose solid dosage forms be provided in a bottle with consideration given to 
addition of a child resistant closure for toxic medications and where a substantial quantity is 
provided. Child resistant packaging is available from the pharmaceutical wholesalers and 
specialist packaging suppliers. 

1.5.7 Veterinary surgeons will also be familiar with the requirements to optimise storage conditions 
i.e. protection from light and moisture.  Again, these requirements are met by the provision of 
blister packaging or a securely closed opaque bottle. 

1.6 Prescriptions S4 

1.6.1 A veterinary surgeon may issue a prescription for an S4 for use in the course of animal 
treatment only (R45(2) & (5)(d)(v)). Contact the Registrar for a sample pro-forma prescription.  
Attachment 4 is an Information Sheet relating to requests from clients for prescriptions. 

1.6.2 The prescription must include the vet’s name and address in print R45(5)(c) and contain the 
words “For animal treatment only” R45(5)(d). It is recommended that printed letterhead 
showing the name and practice address of the issuing vet be used. 

1.6.3 The body of the prescription may be computer generated (or handwritten) and contain - 
a) the date; 

b) name, and address of owner of animal; 

c) name and quantity of medication; 

d) adequate directions for use; 

e) number of repeats (if any); 

f) in the case of a declared restricted medication (S4D), the minimum interval between 
repeats; and 

g) the vet’s signature; 

h) if the prescription contains an unusual dose, it must be underlined or emphasised and 
initialled in the margin R45(5)(e). 

i) A printed label may be used to identify the owner, if the vet initials the label R45(6). 
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1.6.4 The prescription may be dispensed at a pharmacy by a registered pharmacist, including an 
internet pharmacy, within Australia.  Prescriptions for supply from overseas must not be issued. 

1.6.5 A veterinary surgeon cannot dispense a prescription of another veterinary surgeon for an S4. 
This can only be done by a pharmacist R51(7) & (8). 

1.7 Wholesale dealing 

1.7.1 A veterinary surgeon may sell or supply medications to another veterinary surgeon by way of 
wholesale dealing (Poisons Act s18(3)(d)). 

1.7.2 This might occur if, for example, a veterinary surgeon has run out of stock of an S4 and is unable 
to obtain it from the regular wholesale dealer in a timely fashion.  As a stop gap, another 
veterinary surgeon could assist by selling or supplying the S4 to the first mentioned vet. 

1.8 Veterinary Nurses S4 

Regulation 137 provides that a veterinary surgeon may authorise a veterinary nurse to 
administer an S4 to an animal for the purpose of treatment. The instruction must be set out in 
writing by the vet and specify the medication, the animal and method of administration. This 
means that the authority cannot be an open-ended instruction relating to animals or S4s 
generally, but could cover a situation where an animal requires ongoing administration of a 
medication for a particular matter or a series of doses (for example follow up vaccines). 

1.9 Disposal of unwanted / expired S4s 

Unwanted or expired S4 medications may be returned to a community pharmacy under the 
Return Unwanted Medicines (The RUM Project) which provides a free and safe method for the 
disposal of unwanted and expired products containing scheduled medications – see  
http://www.returnmed.com.au/ 

1.10 Compounded PARS 

There appears to be some confusion about requirements for compounded PARS – noting that 
the laws do vary from State to State.  Advice from PSB in 2018 confirms: 

a) A vet may legally order compounded PARS from a pharmacist for use in their practice, whether 
for use within the practice as necessary or for direct supply to a client. 

b) The pharmacist would prepare (including compounding) a medication for wholesale supply to 
the vet. The vet then dispenses the compound to the patient/client. 

c) The vet may split the compound and dispense the medication in smaller quantities or supply it 
as received. 

d) The vet may label the containers with their own labels (both the smaller quantities and the 
container as received). 

e) If relabelled and/or split into smaller doses, the labels and containers must comply with 
normal requirements for the supply of PARS - see the Labelling and Containers 1.4-1.5. 

f) A vet may charge a mark-up on a compounded medication as they see fit. Charges for the 
dispensing/supply of medications are not a matter for either PSB or the Board. 

http://www.returnmed.com.au/


9 
2019 

 

2. Schedule 8 

2.1 Schedule 8 authority 

2.1.1 The Poisons Act and Regulations authorise registered veterinary surgeons, in the lawful practice 
of the profession, to obtain, possess, sell, supply, prescribe and administer S8 medications only 
for use for animal treatment (S47(1)(c) & S48). The authority is limited by the regulations in 
relation to certain S8s. 

2.1.2 Regulation 20(12) read in conjunction with R24 provides that a veterinary surgeon must not 
administer, prescribe or supply a range of S8s. The full list is set out in Attachment 5. 
“Supply” is defined to include administer (orally, subcutaneously or by any other means). 

2.1.3 There are limited exceptions to the prohibition in R20, namely – 

a) R20(13) allows a veterinary surgeon to administer fentanyl, ketamine or methadone to an 
animal in the course of animal treatment2. 

b) R20(14) allows a veterinary surgeon to prescribe or supply methylphenidate for veterinary 
purposes if authorised by the Secretary Department of Health and Human Services. The 
authority must be in writing and is subject to stringent conditions (R20(15)). 

2.1.4 A veterinary surgeon is allowed to administer fentanyl, ketamine or methadone to an animal in 
the course of animal treatment (R20(13) but is prohibited from prescribing or supplying them 
(R24).  This means that the veterinary surgeon must not give any of these medications (i.e. 
supply) to an owner to take away for administration by the owner to their animal at a later time. 
If the animal requires a further dose of the medications, the medications must be administered 
by a veterinary surgeon. 
For example, after surgery, a vet may apply a fentanyl patch to an animal and then discharge the 
animal to the owner. But, if the patch needs replacing, the animal must be seen again by a 
veterinary surgeon as only a vet may replace (administer) the patch. (An owner may remove a 
used patch, in which case proper instructions should be given as to disposal of the patch.) 

2.1.5 However, a vet may give fentanyl, ketamine or methadone to an owner or another person 
acting under the vet’s direction, to transport the medication to another vet so the animal can 
continue receiving it as part of ongoing treatment. The medication MUST be in a sealed 
container that is tamper evident (R17). 

For example, if an animal is receiving fentanyl by constant rate infusion at one vet practice, and 
the animal has to be transported to another vet for ongoing treatment, the first vet may provide 
the balance of the dispensed fentanyl in a sealed, tamper evident container to the owner to 
convey to the second vet. This may occur when animals are transported between their regular 
vets and AHVEC and vice versa. The first vet will dispense the fentanyl and record the full 
amount dispensed in their S8 register. The second vet may continue the infusion with the 
fentanyl and/or dispose of any unused portion in the proper manner. 

 
 
 

 
 

2 The restriction relating to the prescribing or supply of fentanyl, ketamine and methadone is new.  R24 always 
restricted the prescribing and supply of certain S8s by vets, but the list has recently been expanded to include 
these three medications. R20(13) is a counterbalance which allows for administration of fentanyl, ketamine and 
methadone by vets - Poisons Amendment (Misc.) Regs 2017. 
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2.1.6 A veterinary surgeon must not supply any ‘allowed’ S8 to a person except for the purpose of its 
administration to an animal (R16(5)).   Sale or supply to another veterinary surgeon is permitted 
(R16(6)) – see wholesale dealing 2.7. 

2.1.7 All uses of S8s must be recorded in the S8 register and clinical history where relevant (see 2.3.4 
and 2.3.5) (i.e. the <3 day exemption provision for S4s does not apply to S8s). 

2.2 Storage: S8 Approved safe; S8 Day safe; S8s in vehicles 

2.2.1 S8 Approved safe 

(a) S8s must be stored in an approved S8 safe. “Approved” means approved by the Chief 
Pharmacist acting under delegation. The approved S8 safe specifications are available from 
the registrar. 

(b) The safe is to be used for S8 storage only with the exception that money may be stored in 
the safe. The Board also recommends that pentobarbital also be stored in the S8 safe if 
practicable. 

(c) Only a veterinary surgeon may hold the key/key code and have access to the sS8 safe. The 
safe must be kept securely locked when not in use. (R29(1)(b)). 

 
2.2.2 Storage – S8 Day safe 

In recognition that veterinary surgeons may need access to S8s while a practice is open, PSB has 
approved guideline on the use of a “day safe”: see Attachment 6: VBT Information Sheet 
Storage of Schedule 8 substances in a “day safe” while Veterinary Practice premises are open. 

2.2.3 Storage - S8s in vehicles 
R29(4) recognises that in certain instances, a veterinary surgeon may need to carry S8s away 
from their premises. The sub regulation provides that a veterinary surgeon may, for emergency 
purposes, keep S8s in a bag in a vehicle (or room) that is securely locked when the veterinary 
surgeon is not also in the vehicle or room. Mobile clinic vehicles should have a secure, locked S8 
box installed in the vehicle, and medications should not be left in vehicles overnight. For further 
detail, see Attachment 7: VBT Information Sheet Requirements for vets when carrying S8s in their 
vehicles. 

2.3 Records – S8 Register; S8 Prescriptions and supply 

2.3.1 A veterinary surgeon must keep an approved S8 register (aka narcotic register) R18(1). A separate 
register/page must be kept for each S8 (R18(2)) and if the practice has two or more premises, 
then a separate register must be kept at each of those premises. 

2.3.2 The S8 register is to be in the form of a bound book with sequentially numbered pages, in 
accordance with Schedule 1 to the Poisons Regulations; or in an approved format. The Chief 
Pharmacist has approved an electronic version of the register – contact the registrar or Chief 
Pharmacist for details. 

2.3.3 Schedule1 Part 1 of the Regulations sets out the information and entries required (see 
Attachment 8 Regulations extract). Entries must be made when S8s are acquired; or disposed of 
whether by administration to an animal, supplied to an owner or destroyed or lost. 
Column 7 must include a description of the animal and owner’s name. 
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2.3.4 Every time an S8 is acquired or disposed of, a reconciliation is to be made (i.e. the amount of S8 
held); entries are to be made contemporaneously or as soon as possible thereafter and must be 
signed by the veterinary surgeon. 

2.3.5 Recording S8 components of a premix ‘cocktail’ 

The Board received advice from PSB in 2018 about the recording of S8s when prepared into a 
premix “cocktail”.  The example relates to a premix of S4 and S8s: ACP/butorphanol/ketamine. 
The advice is as follows: 

a) The S8 narcotics (butorphanol and ketamine) would be written out of their respective S8 
register pages with entries recording the amount used to make the premix formulation. 

b) A new entry page would be created in the S8 register for the premix. The drug would be 
recorded in the register as the premix mixture with a specified formula (i.e. acepromazine / 
butorphanol XX% or mg / ketamine XX% or mg), as long as the S8 content can be identified. 

c) The amount of premix formulation made would be then be written in to the S8 register as a 
total volume of that premix formulation strength. 

d) The amount used (or destroyed if expired) would then be written out as a volume of the 
premix formulation. 

e) There would need to be individual recording of the volume of the premixed formulation given 
per animal along with the animal’s details, as per standard S8 register entries. 

f) The premix formulation would need to be stored in the s8 safe. 

2.3.6 Records of S8 prescriptions and supply 
In addition to the S8 register, veterinary surgeons must keep a record of any prescription or 
supply of an S8 to an owner, (R22) including – 

a) the name, date of birth3 and address of the owner of the animal; 

b) date of prescription or supply; 

c) details of the S8, quantity and strength; 

d) directions for use; and 

e) in the case of a prescription, the number of repeats and minimum intervals for dispensing. 

2.3.7 The Board requires records of all S8 use and supply to be kept for a minimum of 5 years. 
See VSS Record Keeping by Veterinary Surgeons at 3.2.1. 

2.3.8 Regulation 19 also requires that vets keep all invoices (i.e. from pharmaceutical companies) for 
S8s for at least 2 years. 

2.4 Labelling 

See 1.4 - The labelling requirements for S8 medications are the same as the requirements for S4s. 

2.5 Containers 

See 1.5 The container requirements for S8s are the same as the requirements for S4s. 
 

 

3 The requirement to record the date of birth of the owner is new – Poisons Amendment (Misc.) Regs 2017 
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2.6 Prescriptions S8 

2.6.1 A veterinary surgeon must not prescribe (or supply) any of the S8s listed in regulation 24. The 
list applies to 14 categories of S8s, including fentanyl, ketamine and methadone. For a full list 
of S8s that cannot be prescribed or supplied see Attachment 5. 

2.6.2 A veterinary surgeon may issue a prescription for other S8 medications for use in the course of 
animal treatment only (Reg 20). An S8 prescription may only be dispensed by a pharmacist in 
Tasmania.  Contact the Registrar for a sample pro-forma prescription.  Attachment 4 is an 
Information Sheet relating to requests from clients for prescriptions. 

2.6.3 The prescription must be written on printed letterhead showing the name and practice address 
of the issuing vet R20(5) and contain the words “For animal treatment only” R20(7)(e). 

2.6.4 The body of the prescription is to be written in ink, in the vet’s own handwriting. In practice, the 
prescription may be partially computer generated but must then be annotated in handwriting 
with the medication, dose and quantity to be dispensed.   The information must include - 

a) the date; 

b) name, date of birth 4and address of owner of animal (or see (h)); 

c) name and quantity of medication; 

d) adequate directions for use; 

e) number of repeats, the minimum interval between repeats; and 

f) the vet’s signature; 

g) if the prescription contains an unusual dose, it must be underlined or emphasised and 
initialled in the margin R20 (7). 

h) A printed label may be used to identify the owner, if the vet initials the label R20(7). 

2.6.5 If more than one S8 is being prescribed, a separate prescription must be written for each S8. 

2.6.6 A veterinary surgeon cannot dispense a prescription of another veterinary surgeon for an S8: 
this can only be done by a pharmacist (R27(7)). 

2.6.7 PSB strongly recommends that vets should not prescribe S8s for their own animals. 

2.7 Wholesale dealing 

2.7.1 A veterinary surgeon may sell or supply S8s to another veterinary surgeon by way of wholesale 
dealing (Poisons Act s18(3)(d)). 

2.7.2 This might occur if, for example, a veterinary surgeon has run out of stock of an S8 and is unable 
to obtain it from the regular wholesale dealer in a timely fashion.  As a stop gap, another 
veterinary surgeon could assist by selling or supplying the S8 to the first mentioned vet. 

2.7.3 Where a veterinary surgeon supplies an S8 via wholesale means, the transaction must be 
recorded in the practice’s S8 register consistent with R18 -see 2.3.3 above. 

 
 
 
 

 

4 The requirement to include the date of birth of the owner is new – Poisons Amendment (Misc.) Regs 2017. 
A pharmacist will not dispense an S8 prescription without this additional information. 
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2.8 Veterinary nurses S8 

Sections 47(1)(c) and 48(1)(a) enable an employee of a veterinary surgeon to assist with the 
handling of an S8. The employee must be acting under the direction of the veterinary surgeon. 
Note, however, the veterinary surgeon is the only person who may hold the key/key code and 
access the S8 from the safe. 

2.9 Destruction of S8s 

2.9.1 An S8 may be destroyed unintentionally, for example minute quantities may be routinely lost in 
usage, or there is a breakage of an S8 vial or a spillage.  S8s may also be stolen.  It is 
recommended that thefts should be reported to Tasmania Police. 

2.9.2 In the event of a loss through breakage, spillage, other type of unintended destruction or theft, 
this event must also be recorded in the S8 register in the same manner as if it were a standard 
use of the medication. There is no need for a separate page for the unintended destruction 
entry - the loss should be recorded against the acquisition and other movements of the 
particular S8. 

2.9.3 Veterinary surgeons should regularly reconcile their S8 Register to cover any minute losses 
which may occur during the course of an S8 being drawn up from its container. It is 
recommended that this be done at least weekly. 

2.9.4 An S8 may be destroyed intentionally, for example when disposing of out of date medications. 
Deliberate destruction of an S8 is similarly recorded in the S8 Register, but the actual 
destruction must occur in accordance with R38(2). The usual way is by two vets working jointly; 
or one vet and a pharmacist or other health professional working together. It may also be done 
by, or under the supervision of a Poisons inspector. Both persons must sign the register. 

 
 

3. Schedules 2 and 3 

3.1. Schedule 2 and 3 authority 

The Poisons Act & Regulations authorise registered veterinary surgeons, in the lawful practice of 
the profession, to obtain, possess, sell, supply and administer S2 and S3 medications (S26(1A)). 

3.2 Storage 

3.2.1 The storage of an S3 is the same as for an S4: A veterinary surgeon must keep the S3s in either a 
storeroom or dispensary so that the public does not have access to the medication (R43(2)). 
S3s and S4s may be kept in the same area. 

3.2.2 Schedule 2s must be kept behind a serving counter or in such other manner as to ensure that 
they are not readily accessible to the public (R43(3)). 

3.3 Records 
3.3.1 Invoices and records relating to sale of S2 & S3s must be kept for at least 2 years (R94(2)). 

3.4 Labelling 
3.4.1 A veterinary surgeon may choose to supply an S2 or S3 in a manufacturer's original pack, in 

which case no further labelling is required. If the S2 or S3 is dispensed, the R114 labelling 
requirements apply in the same manner as for an S4: see 1.4 and Attachment 2 APPENDIX L – 
Requirements for Dispensing Labels. 
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3.5 Repackaging of S2s & S3s (where dispensing is not undertaken) 

3.5.1 Repackaging of S2 and S3 medications is not recommended. If repacking is undertaken all 
information on the original pack should be supplied on any subsequent pack produced and the 
name of the practitioner and practice included. Containers should be consistent with that of the 
original container. 

3.5.2 The supply of manufacturers’ original packs is recommended wherever practicable as: 
a) Product labelling and packaging is reviewed by the National Registration Authority at 

registration of a product to ensure all applicable standards are met. 
b) First aid, safety directions and warning statements are complete. 
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Attachment 1:  Schedules classification 

(extract from the Standard for the Uniform Scheduling of Medicines and Poisons SUSMP (the Uniform 
Standard) as issued by the Therapeutic Goods Administration as at October 2018) 

Poisons are classified according to the Schedules in which they are included. The following is a general 
description of the Schedules. 

 

Schedule 1. This Schedule is intentionally blank. 

Schedule 2. Pharmacy Medicine – Substances, the safe use of which may require advice 
from a pharmacist and which should be available from a pharmacy or, where a 
pharmacy service is not available, from a licensed person. 

Schedule 3. Pharmacist Only Medicine – Substances, the safe use of which requires 
professional advice but which should be available to the public from a 
pharmacist without a prescription. 

Schedule 4. Prescription Only Medicine, or Prescription Animal Remedy – Substances, the 
use or supply of which should be by or on the order of persons permitted by 
State or Territory legislation to prescribe and should be available from a 
pharmacist on prescription. (In Tasmania, also referred to as a restricted 
substance) 

Schedule 5. Caution – Substances with a low potential for causing harm, the extent of which 
can be reduced through the use of appropriate packaging with simple warnings 
and safety directions on the label. 

Schedule 6. Poison – Substances with a moderate potential for causing harm, the extent of 
which can be reduced through the use of distinctive packaging with strong 
warnings and safety directions on the label. 

Schedule 7. Dangerous Poison – Substances with a high potential for causing harm at low 
exposure and which require special precautions during manufacture, handling 
or use. These poisons should be available only to specialised or authorised 
users who have the skills necessary to handle them safely. Special regulations 
restricting their availability, possession, storage or use may apply. 

Schedule 8. Controlled Drug – Substances which should be available for use but require 
restriction of manufacture, supply, distribution, possession and use to reduce 
abuse, misuse and physical or psychological dependence. (In Tasmania, also 
referred to as a narcotic substance) 

Schedule 9. Prohibited Substance – Substances which may be abused or misused, the 
manufacture, possession, sale or use of which should be prohibited by law 
except when required for medical or scientific research, or for analytical, 
teaching or training purposes with approval of Commonwealth and/or State or 
Territory Health Authorities. 

Schedule 10 
(previously 
Appendix C). 

Substances of such danger to health as to warrant prohibition of sale, supply 
and use - Substances which are prohibited for the purpose or purposes listed 
for each poison. 
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Attachment 2: APPENDIX L –Dispensing Labels for Human and Veterinary Medicines 

Uniform Standard: Appendix L October 2018 - extract 
 

PART 1 – GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR DISPENSING LABELS 
Uniform Standard October 2018:  see Part 2, Controls on Medicines and Poisons Section 1.5.6(1)(a) 

 
(1) All details, words and other required information on a label on a container of a substance for 

therapeutic use must be in the English language in letters at least 1.5 millimetres in height. 
 
(2) All symbols, numbers and words on a label must be in durable characters. 

 
(3) The label on a container of a substance for therapeutic use must contain the following details: 

 

    the name, address and telephone number of the dispenser supplying the substance; 

    the approved name of the substance and/or its proprietary name (unless it is a preparation 
compounded in accordance with the dispenser’s own formula); 

    adequate directions for use; 

    the strength and form of the substance; 

    the total quantity of the goods in the container; 

    the words “KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN” in red on a white background; 

    if the substance is intended for external use only, the word “POISON”, or the words “FOR 
EXTERNAL USE ONLY”, in red on a white background; 

    if the substance is a medicine, the name of the person for whom it was dispensed; and 

     if the substance is a veterinary chemical, the species of animal, the name of the animal’s 
owner and the words “FOR ANIMAL TREATMENT ONLY”. 

 

(4) The label on a container of a medicine or veterinary chemical that is supplied on prescription must 
also include: 

 

     the prescription reference number; 

    the date on which the prescription was supplied (unless that date is clear from the prescription 
reference number); and 

the directions for use set out in the prescription. 
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Attachment 3: Labelling of teratogenic, embryotoxic & embryofatal medications 

Uniform Standard: Appendix L and Appendix F June 2017 
 

Warning Codes: 
7. WARNING – Causes birth defects. 
53. CAUTION – (Name of medication) should not be used by pregnant women. 
62. Do not use if pregnant. 
67. Do not use if pregnant or likely to become pregnant. 
76. Do not become pregnant during use or within (Insert number of months as per approved 

Product Information) month(s) of stopping treatment. 
77. WARNING - May cause birth defects. 
87. (Insert brand name) remains in the body for many months after treatment has stopped. Do not 

become pregnant or father a child before consulting your doctor. 
 

These warnings normally appear on manufacturer's original packaging.  When dispensing please ensure 
that they are not obscured. 

 

Medication Warning statement 

ACITRETIN: 

(i) for oral use. 7,62 and 76 

(ii) for topical use.  62 and 77 

ADAPALENE: 

(i) for oral use. 7, 62 and 76 

(ii) for topical use.  62 and 77 

AMBRISENTAN. 7, 62 and 76 

BEXAROTENE: 

(i) for oral use. 7, 62 and 
76 

(ii) for topical use.  62 and 77 

BOSENTAN. 7, 62 and 76 

DIENESTROL.   67 

ETRETINATE: 

(i) for oral use. 7, 62 and 76 

(ii) for topical use.  62 and 77 

ENZALUTAMIDE 7, 67 and 87 

FINGOLIMOD. 76 

ISOTRETINOIN: 

(i) for oral use. 7, 62 and 76 

(ii) for topical use.  62 and 77 

 
LEFLUNOMIDE. 7, 62 and 87 

LENALIDOMIDE: 

(i) for oral use. 7, 62 and 76 

(ii) for topical use.  62 and 77 

LEVOCABASTINE. 62 

MACITENTAN. 7, 62 and 76 

MISOPROSTOL. 53 

POMALIDOMIDE. 7,62 and 76 

RIOCIGUAT. 7, 62 and 76 

SITAXENTAN.  7, 62 and 76 

TERIFLUOMIDE. 7, 62 and 87 

THALIDOMIDE: 

(i) for oral use. 7, 62 and 76 

(ii) for topical use.  62 and 77 

TRETINOIN: 

(i) for oral use. 7, 62 and 76 

(ii) for topical use.  62 and 77 
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Attachment 4:  Writing Prescriptions 

The Board has received several queries from vets concerning writing prescription for clients who 
wish to have the prescription medication dispensed elsewhere5. 

1. An owner can request a prescription from a vet and is legally allowed to have it filled at a 
pharmacy by a registered pharmacist in Tasmania for an S8, or within Australia, including an 
internet pharmacy, for an S4 PAR. 

2. A vet can agree to provide a prescription for a bona fide client (if the client intends to have 
the prescription dispensed in Australia), but a vet is not obliged nor required to provide 
one. 

3. A prescription must not be written for any of the S8s listed in Attachment 5, including 
fentanyl, ketamine and methadone. 

4. Before you issue a prescription, the Board expects you to have a client-patient relationship 
that is current, the prescribed dose should be appropriate, appropriate records kept etc. 

5. The prescription should be made out on practice letterhead and be completed correctly in 
accordance with the Poisons Regulations (Rr 20 & 45) i.e.: date, name/DOB(S8)/address of 
owner, name and quantity of S4/S8 to be dispensed, adequate directions for use, number of 
repeats (and intervals if applicable) if any, the vet’s name, address and signature, and the 
words “For animal treatment only”.   See 1.6 and 2.6 of these guidelines for full details. 
S4 prescriptions may be computer generated, but the relevant information about 
medication, dose and quantity for an S8 prescriptions must be handwritten. 

6. The Board has no objection to you charging a fee - a visit fee or a prescription fee - for this 
service. 

7. Prescriptions for internet supply from overseas should not be issued*. 

Internet sites located outside Australia may advertise that prescriptions can be filled at reduced 
prices. Clients should be advised that the prescription cannot be filled by pharmacies located 
overseas, or by internet sites based in another country. 

It is suggested that you should include a notation on the prescription that it must be filled in 
Australia (S8 – Tasmania only). 

If the client advises the prescription is to be filled overseas, then you should not provide them with 
the prescription. If you have doubts about where it will be dispensed, you are entitled to refuse to 
write the prescription. 

Vets are also reminded of the advice from the Chief Pharmacist to exercise caution if writing a 
prescription for psychoactive medications i.e. barbiturates, benzodiazepines – see Circular 1633 of 
August 2011 available on the VBT website. 

A sample prescription form is available from the registrar. 

*The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) advice at  
http://www.apvma.gov.au/supply/import.php stated (2014): 
Ordering products over the internet and importation for ‘private use’: Individuals should be aware 
that the importation of unregistered agricultural chemical products or veterinary medicines is an 
offence without prior written consent from the APVMA and that generally no such consent is issued 
to individuals for ‘private use’. 

 
Veterinary medicines: Individuals must not import veterinary medicines from overseas. 

 
 

 

5 First published 2014, updated 1/2018 

http://www.apvma.gov.au/supply/import.php
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Attachment 5:  S8s that must not be administered, supplied or prescribed 

Poisons regulation 20, read in conjunction with regulation 24, provides that a veterinary surgeon 
must not administer, supply or prescribe any of the following narcotics (S8s): 

 
(a) amphetamine; 
(b) cannabis; 
(c) dexamphetamine; 
(d) dextromoramide; 
(e) fentanyl, except in the case of a patient with cancer; # 
(f) hydromorphone; 
(g) ketamine; # 
(h) lisdexamfetamine; 
(i) methadone; # 
(j) methylamphetamine; 
(k) methylphenidate; * 
(l) nabiximols; 
(m) pethidine; 
(n) phenmetrazine. 

Penalty:  Fine not exceeding 10 penalty units. 
 

Exceptions: 
There are limited exceptions to the above prohibition: 

 
# R20(13) allows a veterinary surgeon to administer fentanyl, ketamine or methadone to an animal 
in the course of animal treatment. 

 
*R20(14) allows a veterinary surgeon to administer, supply or prescribe methylphenidate for 
veterinary purposes if authorised by the Secretary Department of Health and Human Services. The 
authority must be in writing and is subject to stringent conditions. See R20(15) 

 
See also: 2.1.2-2.1.5 and 2.6.1 of these Guidelines. 
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Attachment 6: S8 Day safe 

 
VBT Information Sheet 

 
Storage of Schedule 8 substances in a “day safe” while Veterinary Practice premises are open 

 
Regulation 29 of the Poisons Regulations 2018 provides that a person who is authorised by the 
Poisons Act (i.e. a veterinary surgeon) to possess schedule 8 substances (S8s) for the purposes of the 
person’s profession must keep them stored separately in an approved safe*.   In recognition that 
veterinary surgeons may need access to S8s while a practice is open, Pharmaceutical Services Branch 
DHHS has approved the following guidelines on the use of a “day safe”’. 

 
• S8 substances may be transferred from an approved safe to a cupboard or drawer (“day safe”) 

during the hours that a veterinary practice is open to the public to assist efficient handling. 

• The day safe must be capable of being securely locked and must be kept locked when not in use. 
The key must be retained by the veterinary surgeon so that no other person has access to it. 

• No items other than S8 substances or a S8 register are to be kept in the day safe. 

• S8 substances awaiting collection must be kept in the day safe until they are collected by the 
client or agent. It should be noted that opportunistic theft of drugs of dependence may occur 
from time to time from storage areas for medicines awaiting collection. 

• All S8 substances in the day safe must be returned to the approved (night) safe before the 
veterinary practice is closed each day. 

 
* Approved Safe 
Pharmaceutical Services Branch has approved specifications for safes for the storage of S8s. 

In the first instance contact the Registrar for a copy of the approved specifications. 

 
For further information: 
Contact: Chief Pharmacist 
Phone: 6166 0400 Fax: 6233 3904  Email: pharm.services@dhhs.tas.gov.au 

 
First issued 2012. Updated 2019. 

mailto:pharm.services@dhhs.tas.gov.au
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Attachment 7: Carrying S8s in vehicles 

VBT Information Sheet: Requirements for vets when carrying S8s in their vehicles 
 

Regulation 29 of the Poisons Regulations 2018 provides that a person who is authorised by the 
Poisons Act (i.e. a veterinary surgeon) to possess S8s for the purposes of the person’s profession 
must keep them stored separately in an approved S8 safe (in most cases, a safe at the veterinary 
practice premises). 

 
However, R29 (4) recognises that in certain instances, a veterinary surgeon may need to carry S8s 
away from their premises.  A veterinary surgeon may, for emergency purposes, keep S8s in a bag in a 
vehicle (or room) that is securely locked when the veterinary surgeon is not also in the vehicle or 
room. 

 
The Chief Pharmacist DHHS has advised that R29 (4) may be interpreted to allow a veterinary 
surgeon to carry S8s in his/her ‘kitbag’ when attending animals away from the surgeries- i.e. for 
home or farm visits where it is impracticable for the animal to be brought to the surgery, or in an 
emergency situation.   The understanding is that the kitbag would be carried by the veterinary 
surgeon when attending to the animals, or else left locked in the car for a short period only, 
preferably out of sight.  If the veterinary surgeon does not return to their surgery that day, then the 
bag should be securely stored in their home pending the return of the S8s to the surgery safe. 

 
The Chief Pharmacist advises that the intention is that the storage of the S8s in the vehicle is only 
meant to be temporary; i.e. for the home/farm visit and the S8s would normally be stored securely 
in the practice S8 safe. 

 
MOBILE CLINICS 
If a veterinary surgeon does not operate out of a practice premises, but rather operates as a ‘mobile 
clinic’ then the provisions of R29 (4) would not allow the ongoing routine storage of the S8s in the 
veterinary surgeon’s vehicle by simply locking the vehicle. 

 
Best practice dictates that if routinely storing substantial quantities of S8s and other scheduled 
substance in a vehicle, they must be secured in such a way to ensure, in the interests of public health 
and safety, that access is restricted. That is, the mobile clinic vehicle would need to have a lockable 
box that is affixed securely to the car. 

 
Further, even if there is a secure lockable box attached to the vehicle, S8s and other scheduled 
substances should not be left in the vehicle overnight or unattended for lengthy periods, given that 
the vehicle itself could be stolen. The S8s and other substances must be stored overnight in a 
compliant home safe or arrangements made for proper storage elsewhere, for example, in the S8 
safe at another veterinary practice. 

 
The Chief Pharmacist also noted that in any event, it may not be good professional practice to store 
routinely any scheduled substance in a vehicle, due to heat damage as well as the risk of diversion. 

 
It is recommended that if a veterinary surgeon operates a mobile clinic only and does NOT have a 
secure lockable box attached to their vehicle for the storage of scheduled substances/PARS during 
day time use of the vehicle, then they should check with Pharmaceutical Services Branch DHHS as to 
the appropriate secure storage for S8 substances to ensure that the Poisons Act requirements are 
met. 

 
First published 2012.  Updated 2019. 
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Attachment 8   S8 Register particulars 

(ref 2.3.3) 
Poisons Regulations 2018: 
Schedule 1 Requirements in relation to the Narcotic Substances Register 
Part 1 Rules for keeping Narcotic Substances Register 

 
2. Particulars to be inserted in registers 
(1) Subject to this clause, where a register is required to be kept in respect of any narcotic substance, 
there is to be entered – 
(a) in space (a), the name and address of the premises to which the register relates; and 
(b) in space (b), the name of the narcotic substance; and 
(c) in space (c), the code number supplied by the Secretary that represents the narcotic substance; 
and 
(d) in column (1), the date of the occurrence of the happening to which the entry relates; and 
(e) in column (2), the quantity of the narcotic substance acquired; and 
(f) in column (3), the quantity of the narcotic substance disposed of; and 
(g) in column (4), the quantity of the narcotic substance left on hand after any acquisition or disposal 
has taken place; and 
(h) in column (5), a code letter taken from Part 2 of this Schedule which represents the movements 
of the narcotic substance; and 
(i) in column (6), opposite every entry in the register, the initials of the person acquiring or disposing 
of the narcotic substance to which the entry relates; and 
(j) in column (7) – 

(i) particulars of every movement of the narcotic substance which was shown in column (5) 
by the code letter "F" or the code letter "X"; and 
(ii) in the case of a register kept by a medical practitioner, dentist, authorised nurse 
practitioner or authorised nurse, the name of any person supplied with a narcotic substance 
by that medical practitioner, dentist, authorised nurse practitioner or authorised nurse; and 
(iii) in the case of a register kept by a veterinary surgeon, a sufficient description of any 
animal for or in respect of which the veterinary surgeon has supplied a narcotic substance 
together with the name of the owner of the animal. 

(2) ….. 
 

3. Provisions relating to sheets of register 
Where a register comprises 2 or more sheets, those sheets are to be kept securely attached together 
and numbered serially. 

 
PART 2 - Movement Codes to be used in Narcotic Substances Register 
Code Meaning 

D Dispensed or supplied on written order from medical practitioner. 

R Received. 

C Returned to supplier. 

F Formulated. (Indicate in remarks column of register what narcotic substance 
was obtained from the formulation and whether it was dispensed). 

 
X 

Lost, stolen, destroyed under supervision, taken by inspector or sold to 
another pharmaceutical chemist. 
(Give details in remarks column of register). 
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